
What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)?

• Commonly defined as independent housing units created within 
single-family homes (attached ADU’s) or on their lots (detached 
ADU’s)

• An ‘accessory use’ with specific zoning and permitting requirements 

• While an ADU can be designed as a ‘tiny home’ (backyard cottage), a 
‘tiny home’ is not always an ADU. Also many ADU’s are not ‘tiny’.
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Common ADU Types

http://www.startribune.com/right-to-build-accessory-dwelling-heads-to-minneapolis-council/282303781/

http://www.startribune.com/right-to-build-accessory-dwelling-heads-to-minneapolis-council/282303781/


Common ADU 
Configurations



http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/home/showdocument?id=8875



http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/home/showdocument?id=8875



Benefits - Flexibility

Rental Income Living Space Aging in Place

Source: https://hammerandhand.com/



Internal Conversion

http://sccoplanning.com/Portals/2/County/adu/ADU%20Design%20Guide.pdf?ver=2018-06-07-110529-997



http://sccoplanning.com/Portals/2/County/adu/ADU%20Design%20Guide.pdf?ver=2018-06-07-110529-997



Garage Conversion 

http://sccoplanning.com/Portals/2/County/adu/ADU%20Design%20Guide.pdf?ver=2018-06-07-110529-997



Attached ADU (Addition)

http://sccoplanning.com/Portals/2/County/adu/ADU%20Design%20Guide.pdf?ver=2018-06-07-110529-997



Detached ADU





Detached - Above Garage

http://sccoplanning.com/Portals/2/County/adu/ADU%20Design%20Guide.pdf?ver=2018-06-07-110529-997



New Build Home


